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Galindo v. Lanier Worldwide, Inc.

526 S.E.2d 141 (Ga.App. 1999)

Lanier entered into two agreements to lease copier equipment to the Law Office of A. Galindo.
Shortly thereafter, Lanier filed a petition with the American Arbitration Association, claiming breach
of contract on the part of Galindo. At issue in this case was whether the contract contained a valid

arbitration clause.

Galindo argued that he never entered into a contract with Lanier that contained an arbitration clause.
The Court held that, in order to determine if Galindo would be subject to such arbitration, it must first
be determined whether he agreed to submit to the arbitrator in the first place. If Galindo initially
agreed to arbitration, then he would be bound by that agreement. But if he did not consent to
arbitration when signing the lease, then he would not be subject to arbitration. Therefore, the Court
remanded the case to the trial court for de novo review of whether Galindo entered into the arbitration

agreement with Lanier.

Marks & Weinberg, PC is a law firm with significant experience in dealing with virtually every type
of equipment and facility lease financing. The lawyers of the firm have participated in leasing

financings for more than a billion dollars of equipment and are recognized throughout the industry. If

you would like more cases or articles on leasing, or have any questions or comments about this Article

or other leasing issues, please visit leaselawyer.com or contact Barry Marks at 205.251.8303 or Ken
Weinberg at 205.251.8307.
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