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Robbins v. Mt. Sinai Medical Center, Inc. 

748 So. 2d 349 (Fla. Dist. Ct. App. 1999). 

 

 

The court held that the tax exempt not-for-profit medical hospital (“Lessee”) was not the 

equitable owner of the long-term operational lease property, despite the presence of an 

“option to purchase” and other “burden and benefit” factors.  Since Lessee was not the 

owner, it was not entitled to a charitable tax exemption for such leased property.  Where 

the “option to purchase” is for more than nominal value, it will not, in and of itself, result 

in Lessee being the owner of the leased property. 

 

Marks & Weinberg, PC is a law firm with significant experience in dealing with virtually 

every type of equipment and facility lease financing.  The lawyers of the firm have 

participated in leasing financings for more than a billion dollars of equipment and are 

recognized throughout the industry.  If you would like more cases or articles on leasing, 

or have any questions or comments about this Article or other leasing issues, please visit 

leaselawyer.com or contact Barry Marks at 205.251.8303 or Ken Weinberg at 

205.251.8307. 

 


