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Coastal Mart, Inc. v. Dept. of Natural Resources of Missouri

933 S.W.2d 947 (Mo. Ct. App. 1996)

Owner/lessor of gas station and storage tanks sought review of Department of Natural
Resources' order requiring the clean up of gasoline which allegedly leaked from the
underground tanks. The court held that, whatever the terms of the lease, lessor's
ownership of the land and the gasoline tanks conferred sufficient control over the
contents of the tanks that it could be considered a "person having control” of a hazardous
substance under Missouri's Hazardous Substance Emergency law. The point is that, in

environmental cases, the lessor may not be able to shift liability to the lessee

Marks & Weinberg, PC is a law firm with significant experience in dealing with virtually
every type of equipment and facility lease financing. The lawyers of the firm have
participated in leasing financings for more than a billion dollars of equipment and are

recognized throughout the industry. If you would like more cases or articles on leasing,

or have any questions or comments about this Article or other leasing issues, please visit

leaselawyer.com or contact Barry Marks at 205.251.8303 or Ken Weinberg at
205.251.8307.
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